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    The United States embargo 

against Cuba was partially 

imposed against Cuba in Oc-

tober of 1960.  This trade 

barrier involving financial, 

commercial, and economic 

measures was established 

when Cuba nationalized the 

properties of U.S. citizens 

and corporations, and  was 

further strengthened to near-

total embargo on February 7, 

1962.   

 

    Titled the Cuba Democ-

racy Act, the embargo was 

codified into law in 1992 

with the stated purpose of 

maintaining sanctions on 

Cuba so long as the Cuban 

government continues to re-

fuse to move toward 

"democratization and greater 

respect for human rights.”   

    Congress passed the Helms

-Burton Act in 1996 which 

imposed further restrictions 

on U.S. citizens from doing 

business in or with Cuba, and 

mandated restrictions on giv-

ing public or private assis-

tance to any successor gov-

ernment in Havana unless 

and until certain claims 

against the Cuban govern-

ment were met.  

 

    President Clinton ex-

panded the trade embargo in 

1999 even further by ending 

the practice of foreign sub-

sidiaries of U.S. companies 

trading with Cuba. Clinton 

authorized the sale of certain 

"humanitarian" U.S products 

to Cuba in 2000. 

 

    Despite the existence of 

the embargo, the United 

States is the fifth largest ex-

porter to Cuba (6.6% of  

SHOULD THE U.S. EMBARGO AGAINST CUBA REMAIN? 

SHOULD THE U.S. EMBARGO AGAINST CUBA REMAIN– continued 

Cuba's imports are from the 

US).  However, Cuba must 

pay cash for all imports, as 

credit is not allowed.   

    President Barack Obama 

extended the embargo on 

September 2, 2010,  through 

September 14, 2011, deter-

mining that the embargo "is 

in the national interest of the 

United States.  

    Cuba‟s revolution, once 

essentially isolated from the 

majority of Latin America, 

was one of vehement recrimi-

nation against the United 

States and democracies 

within the hemisphere.  Much 

of Fidel Castro‟s armed revo-

lution sparked by guerilla 

movements such as the late 

Argentine revolutionary Che 

Guevara‟s.    

 

    Cuba‟s Castro revolution-

ary wisdom of violence and 

insurgency ultimately met 

with a U.S. embargo and 

sanctions that last to this very 

day.   Was it a successful 

interdiction?  Although Fidel 

and Raul Castro have shown 

some (but few) concessions    
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to attempt to persuade the 

U.S. to move ahead with lift-

ing restrictions, many U.S. 

officials assert that Cuba‟s 

problems are not due to the 

sanctions and embargo, but 

rather a result of  “socialism 

and incompetence” in govern-

ment.   

 

    The surprise response from 

Fidel Castro, who remains 

head of the Communist party, 

suggested in September that 

the Cuban economic model 

was no longer working. 

 

    Cuba continues to be per-

ceived by some U.S. officials 

as slow or unwilling to make 

significant transformative 

changes in policies on human 

rights and freedoms in Cuba. 

 

     U.S. President Obama 

“continues to stress a „wait 

and see‟ approach in which 

Havana will have to earn the 

right to be a negotiating part-

ner.” 

 

    Unfortunately for Latin 

America, the once isolated 

Cuban revolution has been 

revived by another anti-U.S. 

leftist regime in Venezuela 

led by President Hugo 

Chavez Frias and his Boli-

varian Revolution.   Bolivia, 

Ecuador, and Nicaragua left-

ist regimes were quick to 

follow suit with Chavez.  

These openly elected socialist

-styled governments remain 

close to Chavez and continue 

to perpetuate similar philoso-

phy and agendas.  

 

    There is little doubt that 

Communist rule unscrupu-

lously forced horrific sacri-

fices upon the Cuban  people, 

both those that remain on the 

small island nation, and those 

that have fled Communist 

dictatorial rule but still love 

their homeland.  

illness, his travel destinations 

included Syria, Libya and 

Iran.  

    Lift the embargo and allow 

trade normalization with 

Cuba?   No one must encour-

age others to emulate the Cu-

ban Revolution.  Acquiescing 

to a form of romanticism with 

the Cuba of the 1950s and 

former President Fidel Cas-

    The embargo and sanctions 

imposed were also largely 

based on the assertion that it 

was, in part, to “promote na-

tional and hemispheric secu-

rity by isolating the present 

Government of Cuba and 

thereby reducing the threat 

posed by its alignment with 

other Communist powers.”   

    Prior to Castro‟s serious 

tro‟s despotic and ideological 

influence throughout Latin 

America is irresponsible 

rhetoric.  His four-decade rule 

has brought death and misery 

throughout Cuba and Latin 

America.  

What is the real issue that 

democracies of the world 

should embrace as they look 

to the future of Cuba and  
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regions, and has sponsored 

violent acts of aggression and 

subversion in most democ-

ratic nations of the southwest-

ern hemisphere.  

 

    U.S. government studies 

within the intelligence com-

munity documented a total of 

3,043 international terrorist 

incidents in the decade of 

1968 to 1978. Within that 

study, "over 25 percent oc-

curred in Latin America."   

    Throughout the 1970s, in 

Central America, democracy 

held on by its thumbs as Cu-

bans and the Soviets spread 

their beliefs throughout Nica-

ragua and El Salvador. Too, 

even Grenada was not spared 

from Soviet and Cuban activ-

ity in the early 1980s. 

    Communist ideology and 

action by Fidel Castro has 

graphically meant death and 

destruction.  Cuba has trained 

thousands of Communist 

guerrillas and terrorists.  In 

fact, ties to rogue states such 

as North Korea and Iran con-

tinue today.   

 

    Cuba sponsored terrorism 

and subversion in Africa and 

the Middle East, among other 
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 its citizens?  Fidel Castro‟s 

venomous hatred for the 

United States started long 

before he came into power.   

    Castro‟s establishment of a 

Communist state came 

quickly with his intervention 

of personal property and busi-

nesses.  Cuba‟s firing squads 

were quick to execute dissi-

dents as well as U.S. citizens 

on the Cuban homeland.  

     It is important that we fo-

cus on past and current facts 

to proactively circumvent any 

memory recall deficiencies 

that may exist on these criti-

cal decisions.  Too, those that 

have fallen in defense of 

homeland freedoms in Cuba, 

and those who fled the island, 

as well as those that faced 

ruthless and bloody confron-

tations against Cuban insur-

gency on other foreign land, 

deserve consideration and 

respect.    

    Fidel Castro has stated 

“America is weak and will be 

brought to its knees.”   

    Why has the U.S. become 

the scapegoat for the misery 

of the Cuban people who cry 

out to the world for the free-

doms and the rule of law that 

they deserve from their gov-

ernment and leaders? Support 

for Cuba must circumvent 

mere opinion.  World support 

will come to Cuba‟s doorstep 

with action and not mere 

words by Cuba‟s ruling gov-

ernment.   

    The fundamental issue is 

for Cuban leaders to allow 

citizens the ability to attain 

the freedoms they deserve 

and the ability to join those 

where the rule of law can 

prevail.   Generations of Cu-

bans would welcome sweep-

ing changes such as these. 

     Cuba has also maintained 

a well-organized and ruthless 

intelligence presence within 

Mexico, as have the Russians. 

Much of their activity in-

volved in U.S. interests that 

include recruiting disloyal 

U.S. military, government, 

and private sector specialists.    

    Recent reports are that 

Cuba has been expanding 

     Her arrest was said to be 

no coincidence due to the fact 

that she was about to be made 

privy to American battle 

plans for Afghanistan. This 

important discovery and ac-

tion against Montes with 

American battle plans in her 

hands could have resulted in 

additional deaths of service 

men and women in Afghani-

stan.  

intelligence operations in the 

Middle East and South Asia.  

    An equally troublesome 

dilemma within the hemi-

sphere is that Fidel Castro‟s 

protégé, President Hugo 

Chavez of Venezuela, has 

adopted the previous Soviet-

styled Cuban intelligence 

service model for Vene-

zuela‟s security service. using     
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fleeing the island, mostly to 

the U.S. 

    Does Cuba continue to 

pose a threat to anyone? A 

1998 report produced by the 

U.S Defense Intelligence 

Agency (DIA) stated, “Cuba 

no longer poses a military 

threat to the United States.”   

    The curious reference to 

this disclaimer just happened 

to be, in large part, by a DIA 

analyst that was actually a 

Cuban intelligence agent by 

the name Ana Belen Montes.   

    Conspiracy theorists were 

quick to point fingers at Mon-

tes, reporting and comparing 

her arrest on September 20, 

2001 to the fact this occurred 

just nine days after the 9/11 

attacks.  

    President Raul Castro 

should unequivocally and 

publicly renounce terrorism 

and revolutionary violence, 

and extend new freedoms for 

his people before a world 

audience.   

    This in graphic contrast to 

Cuba‟s past in which oppo-

nents were imprisoned and 

executed.  Castro‟s rule began 

with over 700,000 citizens 
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United States but against 

social injustice. 

    Castro‟s resource starved 

revolution has been nur-

tured generously by Presi-

dent Hugo Chavez of Vene-

zuela. The Castro brother‟s 

personal wealth has been 

estimated as “combined — 

easily worth $2 billion.”  

The Chavez Frias family in 

Venezuela “has amassed 

wealth on a similar scale 

since Chavez‟s presidency 

began in 1999.”   

 

    Both Fidel Castro and 

Hugo Chavez continue to 

telegraph nervous vibes to 

true democratic and free 

nations with their vocifer-

using Cuban intelligence 

counterparts and advisors.  

    Chavez‟s history and 

current actions in dictatorial 

rule clearly demonstrate his 

propensity towards revolu-

tion.  

 

   President Raul Castro 

declared Thursday night 

that the communist system 

on the island is stronger 

than ever.   In this battle, 

Castro said, Cuba has tri-

umphed. 

 

   Sticking to the combative 

tone of his address in Santi-

ago, Castro said the com-

munist country is on a "war 

footing" not just against the 

ous support of Iran, Syria 

and North Korea, among 

others named as state spon-

sors of world terrorism, this 

as well as denouncing Israel 

and the U.S.  The Castro 

and Chavez revolutions are 

indeed suspect, insofar as 

neither appears to benefit 

the suffering of the Cuban 

nor Venezuelan people. 

 

    Lift the embargo and 

allow trade normalization 

with Cuba?  Let us help 

Cubans to define their des-

tiny and help themselves to 

establish a democracy. 
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